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Methodology: 
Results are based on an 
online survey conducted 
from September 5 to 
September 7, 2024, among 
a representative sample of 
801 adults in British 
Columbia. The data has 
been statistically weighted 
according to Canadian 
census figures for age, 
gender and region in British 
Columbia. The margin of 
error—which measures 
sample variability—is +/- 3.5 
percentage points, 
nineteen times out of 
twenty. 
 
 
As you may know, the 
carbon tax was 
implemented in British 
Columbia by the provincial 
government, a decade 
before the federal 
government implemented a 
federal carbon tax. The 
federal Conservative Party 
has pledged to abolish the 
federal carbon tax if it forms 
the government after the 
next election. If this 
happens, what do you think 
the provincial government 
should do about British 
Columbia’s carbon tax? 
 
Definitely / Probably keep 
BC’s carbon tax – 35% (-5) 
Definitely / Probably scrap 
BC’s carbon tax – 52% (+9) 
Not sure – 13% (-3) 
 
 

British Columbians Keen on Climate Change, Not on Carbon Tax 
More than half of the province’s residents (54%) think global 
warming is a fact and is mostly caused by emissions. 
 
Vancouver, BC [September 27, 2024] – While most British 
Columbians believe climate change is real and human-made, 
support for keeping the provincial carbon tax in the event of a 
Conservative Party victory in Canada’s next federal election has 
dropped over the past year, a new Research Co. poll has found. 
 
In the online survey of a representative sample, just over half of 
British Columbians (52%) think the provincial government should 
scrap the provincial carbon tax if the federal Conservatives follow 
through with their pledge to abolish the federal carbon tax upon 
forming the government, up nine points since a similar Research 
Co. poll conducted in October 2023. 
 
Just over a third of British Columbians (35%, -5) would keep the 
provincial carbon tax even if the federal version is abandoned, 
while 13% (-3) are not sure. 
 
“Most British Columbians who voted for the BC Green Party in 2020 
(54%) would retain the provincial carbon tax,” says Mario 
Canseco, President of Research Co. “Fewer residents who cast 
ballots for the BC New Democratic Party (NDP) (44%) or the BC 
Liberals (30%) four years ago feel the same way.” 
 
Just under two-in-five British Columbians (39%, +11) think the 
introduction of the carbon tax has led people to be more mindful 
of their carbon consumption and change their behaviour—a 
proportion that reaches 55% among those aged 18-to-34. 
 
More than three-in-five British Columbians (63%, +1) say the 
carbon tax that was introduced in July 2008 has negatively 
affected the finances of their household.  
 
Residents of the Fraser Valley (75%) and Northern BC (67%) are 
more likely to report a detrimental impact from the carbon tax 
than their counterparts in Metro Vancouver (62%), Vancouver 
Island (60%) and Northern BC (58%). 
 
More than half of British Columbians (54%) think climate change is 
a fact and is mostly caused by emissions from vehicles and 
industrial facilities. Fewer of the province’s residents believe 
climate change is a fact and is mostly caused by natural changes 
(25%) or a theory that has not yet been proven (13%). 
 

https://researchco.ca/2023/10/25/bc-carbon-tax/


 
PRESS RELEASE | British Columbia 

 

    
mario.canseco 

@researchco.ca 
mario_canseco 778.929.0490 Mario Canseco 

 

2 

More than two-in-five British Columbians (44%) believe we all need 
to do “much more” to deal with climate change, while just over 
three-in-ten (31%) feel the community needs to do “a bit more” to 
address it.  
 
Fewer than one-in-five British Columbians (17%) think we do not 
need to do anything to deal with climate change—a group that 
includes 23% of men, 19% of British Columbians aged 35-to-54 and 
23% of BC Liberal voters in the 2020 provincial election. 
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About Research Co. 
 
Simply put, we are curious about what people think and the 
decisions they will make. Some call it public opinion, others call it 
polling or public affairs. We never compromise facts for profit. Our 
agenda is the truth. 

We have a global network of partners in the qualitative, data 
collection and data visualization specialities. 
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Media contact:  
Mario Canseco, President, Research Co. 
[c] 778.929.0490 
[e] mario.canseco@researchco.ca 
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