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Methodology: 
Results are based on an 
online study conducted on 
December 10 to December 
12, 2022, among 1,000 
adults in Canada. The data 

has been statistically 
weighted according to 
Canadian census figures for 
age, gender and region in 
Canada. The margin of 
error—which measures 
sample variability—is +/- 3.1 

percentage points, 
nineteen times out of 
twenty. 

 

All things considered, are 

you satisfied with the way 

these levels of governments 

have dealt with the COVID-

19 outbreak? 
 
The federal government – 
59% (+4) 
Your provincial government 
– 58% (+5) 
Your municipal government 

– 58% (-1) 
 

 

Again thinking about the 

COVID-19 outbreak, which 

of these statements comes 

closest to your own point of 

view? 
 
The worst is behind us – 75% 
(+7) 
The worst is ahead of us – 
17% (-3) 
Not sure – 9% (-3) 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Most Canadians Think We Have Seen the Worst of COVID-19 

Satisfaction with provincial governments remains higher in British 

Columbia and Quebec than in Ontario and Alberta. 

 
Vancouver, BC [December 16, 2022] – Fewer than one-in-five 

Canadians are currently concerned about the possibility of 
declining conditions on account of the COVID-19 pandemic, a 

new Research Co. poll has found. 

 
In the online survey of a representative national sample, three-in-

four Canadians (75%) say the worst of the pandemic is “behind 

us”, up seven points since a similar Research Co. poll conducted 
in August 2022. 

 

Only 17% of Canadians (-3) think the worst of COVID-19 is ahead 
of us, while 9% (-3) are not sure. 

 

For seven-in-ten Canadians (70%) COVID-19 remains a real 
threat—a proportion that rises to 78% among those aged 55 and 

over and to 82% among those who voted for the Liberal Party in 

the 2021 federal election. 
 

“We continue to see cautious optimism when Canadians think 

about COVID-19,” says Mario Canseco, President of Research Co. 
“Significant majorities of Canadians are both convinced that the 

situation will not worsen but still consider the virus a real threat.” 

 
Almost three-in-five Canadians (59%, +4) are satisfied with the way 

the federal government has dealt with COVID-19, while 58% (-1) 

feel the same way about their municipal government. 
 

Most Canadians (58%, +5) are satisfied with how their provincial 

government has managed the pandemic. Among the four most 
populous provinces, the rating is highest in British Columbia (68%, 

+6), followed by Quebec (62%, +4), Ontario (54%, +6) and Alberta 

(46%, +7). 
 

Since May 2022, satisfaction with the way federal chief public 
health officer Theresa Tam has managed the pandemic dropped 

from 66% to 60%. The average rating is similar for the country’s 

provincial health officers or chief medical officers (61%, -5). 
 

In two provinces, the satisfaction rating for top doctors fell since 

May: Luc Boileau in Quebec (60%, -6) and Kieran Moore in Ontario 
(59%, -8). Two thirds of British Columbians (66%, +3) are satisfied 

with the work of Bonnie Henry. 

 
In Alberta, the rating for Deena Hinshaw stood at 65% in May. This 

month, 53% of Albertans are satisfied with the way recently 

https://researchco.ca/2022/08/08/covid19-august2022/
https://researchco.ca/2022/08/08/covid19-august2022/
https://researchco.ca/2022/05/20/covid-restrictions/
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appointed chief medical officer of heath Mike Joffe is managing 

the pandemic. 
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About Research Co. 

 
Simply put, we are curious about what people think and the 

decisions they will make. Some call it public opinion, others call it 

polling or public affairs. We never compromise facts for profit. Our 

agenda is the truth. 

We have a global network of partners in the qualitative, data 

collection and data visualization specialities. 
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Media contact:  
Mario Canseco, President, Research Co. 
[c] 778.929.0490 

[e] mario.canseco@researchco.ca  
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