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Methodology: 
Results are based on an 
online study conducted 
from August 21 to August 
23, 2022, among 700 adults 
in Alberta. The data has 

been statistically weighted 
according to Canadian 
census figures for age, 
gender and region in 
Alberta. The margin of 
error—which measures 
sample variability—is +/- 3.7 

percentage points, 
nineteen times out of 
twenty. 

 

 

Which of these statements 

comes closest to your point 

of view? 

 
I consider myself a 
Canadian first, an Albertan 
second – 61%   (+2) 
I consider myself an 
Albertan first, a Canadian 
second – 28% (+1) 

Neither / Not sure – 11% (-4) 

 

 

Do you support or oppose 

each of the following ideas? 

– “Alberta becoming a 

country independent from 

Canada.” 

 
Support – 23% (-2) 
Oppose – 70% (+1) 
Not sure – 6% (-1) 
 
 

 

 

Fewer Than One-in-Four Albertans Support Outright Sovereignty  

Public backing for the creation of an independent state rises if 

other western provinces join the new nation. 

 
Vancouver, BC [September 2, 2022] – Few Albertans openly 

endorse the idea of their province becoming a sovereign entity, a 
new Research Co. poll has found. 

 

In the online survey of a representative provincial sample, 23% of 
Albertans support their province becoming a country 

independent from Canada, down two points since a similar 

Research Co. poll conducted in February 2021. Seven-in-ten 
Albertans (70%, +1) are opposed to this idea. 

 

Support for establishing an independent country encompassing 
Alberta and Saskatchewan reaches 24% (-2). The same proportion 

of Albertans (24%) would welcome the creation of a sovereign 

state featuring their province, Saskatchewan and Manitoba. 
 

The notion of Alberta, Saskatchewan, Manitoba and British 

Columbia becoming a country independent from Canada is 
supported by three-in-ten Albertans (30%), while just over three-in-

five (61%) are opposed. 

 
Almost three-in-four Albertans (73%, -3) oppose the idea of Alberta 

joining the United States, while 21% (+3) are supportive—including 

26% of those aged 18-to-34. 
 

Just over three-in-five Albertans (61%, +2 since a similar Research 

Co. poll conducted in July 2019) consider themselves “Canadians 
first, Albertans second.” Fewer than three-in-ten (28%, +1) say they 

are “Albertans first, Canadians second.” 

 
“There is a remarkable political divide when Albertans ponder 

their allegiance to province and country,” says Mario Canseco, 

President of Research Co. “While only 17% of those who voted for 
the New Democratic Party (NDP) in the last provincial election say 

they are Albertans first, the proportion rises to 45% among those 
who supported the United Conservative Party (UCP).” 

 

More than a third of Albertans (37%, -7) believe Ralph Klein is the 
best premier the province has had since November 1985. Rachel 

Notley is second on the list with 20% (+3). 

 
When asked to name the worst recent premier of the province, 

two-in-five Albertans (40%, +37) select current head of 

government Jason Kenney. Notley (19%, -7) and Alison Redford 
(12%, -13) are the only former premiers to reach double-digits on 

this question. 

https://researchco.ca/2021/02/16/western-alienation/
https://researchco.ca/2019/08/07/maybe-a-great-magnet-pulls-all-souls-towards-truth/
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Half of Albertans (50%) say they would move to British Columbia if 
they had to leave and relocate to another Canadian province. 

Saskatchewan is a distant second  with 11%, followed by Ontario 

with 10% and Nova Scotia with 4%. 
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About Research Co. 

 
Simply put, we are curious about what people think and the 

decisions they will make. Some call it public opinion, others call it 

polling or public affairs. We never compromise facts for profit. Our 

agenda is the truth. 

We have a global network of partners in the qualitative, data 

collection and data visualization specialities. 
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Media contact:  
Mario Canseco, President, Research Co. 
[c] 778.929.0490 

[e] mario.canseco@researchco.ca  
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