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Methodology: 
Results are based on online 
studies conducted from 
August 19 to August 21, 
2022, among representative 
samples of 1,000 adults 

Canada and the United 
States. The data has been 
statistically weighted 
according to Canadian 
and U.S. census figures for 
age, gender and region in 
each country. The margin of 
error—which measures 
sample variability—is +/- 3.1 
percentage points for each 
country. 

 

“I feel that my freedoms are 

under attack by elected 

politicians” 
 

Canada 

 
Agree – 39% 
Disagree – 52% 
Not sure – 8% 

 

United States 
 
Agree – 73% 
Disagree – 20% 
Not sure – 7% 

 

“I cannot express my 

political views sometimes 

because I fear reprisals” 
 

Canada 
 
Agree – 32% 
Disagree – 61% 
Not sure – 8% 

 

United States 
 
Agree – 49% 
Disagree – 44% 
Not sure – 6% 

 

Americans More Upset Than Canadians When Pondering Freedom 

Just over half of residents of each country feel their vote in federal 
elections does not make a difference. 

 

Vancouver, BC [August 25, 2022] – Residents of the United States 
are significantly more likely than their counterparts in Canada to 

keep their political views to themselves, a new two-country 

Research Co. poll has found. 
 

In the online survey of representative national samples, 49% of 

Americans and 32% of Canadians say they cannot express their 
political views sometimes because they fear reprisals. 

 

“Most Republicans in the United States (55%) claim to withhold 
their political views sometimes, compared to 47% of Democrats 

and 48% of Independents,” says Mario Canseco, President of 

Research Co. “In Canada, this behaviour is more pronounced 
among those who voted for the People’s Party (68%), the Green 

Party (43%) and the Conservative Party (41%) in last year’s federal 

election.” 
 

While more than seven-in-ten Americans (73%) feel that their 

freedoms are under attack by elected politicians, only 39% of 
Canadians hold the same sentiment. 

 

More than three-in-five Americans (62%) and just over two-in-five 
Canadians (41%) believe their respective federal governments are 

oppressive and controlling. 

 
More than half of Americans (52%) and Canadians (51%) feel that 

their vote in federal elections does not make a difference. 
 

More than a third of Canadians think four issues are worse now 

than ten years ago: the ability of people to disagree with each 
other on social media (46%), the ability of people to disagree with 

each other in conversation (40%), the ability of people to 

convince others about looking at an issue differently (38%) and 
the ability of people to question stories they learn about in the 

media (37%). 

 
Americans are significantly more likely to believe that certain 

elements of public discourse have deteriorated over the past 

decade, including the ability of people to disagree with each 
other on social media (63%), the ability of people to disagree with 

each other in conversation (62%), the ability of people to 

convince others about looking at an issue differently (58%) and 
the ability of people to question stories they learn about in the 

media (50%). 
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More than one-in-five Canadians say they find themselves 

disagreeing with other people “many times” about COVID-19 
mandates and vaccines (26%), federal politics (24%) and 

provincial politics (22%). 

 
In the United States, at least one-in-four residents disagree with 

other people “many times” about national politics (40%), COVID-

19 mandates and vaccines (36%), state politics (28%), immigration 
(also 28%), morality (25%) and local politics (also 25%). 

 

More than three-in-ten Canadians (31%) say they stopped talking 
to a person, or avoided a person, on account of a disagreement 

related to COVID-19 mandates and vaccines. Fewer Canadians 

chose the same route to deal with a person who they disagreed 
with on morality (22%), religion (20%), federal politics (19%) and 

immigration (18%). 

 
In the United States, at least one-in-five Americans have ceased 

talking to a person, or avoided a person, due to a disagreement 

on national politics (32%), COVID-19 mandates and vaccines 
(30%), morality (25%), religion (24%), immigration (22%) and state 

politics (21%). 
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About Research Co. 

 

Simply put, we are curious about what people think and the 
decisions they will make. Some call it public opinion, others call it 

polling or public affairs. We never compromise facts for profit. Our 

agenda is the truth. 

We have a global network of partners in the qualitative, data 

collection and data visualization specialities. 
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Media contact:  
Mario Canseco, President, Research Co. 

[c] 778.929.0490 

[e] mario.canseco@researchco.ca  
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