
 
PRESS RELEASE | Canada 

 
 

Methodology: 
Results are based on an 
online study conducted 
from May 4 to May 6, 2020, 
among 1,000 adults in 
Canada. The data has 

been statistically weighted 
according to Canadian 
census figures for age, 
gender and region. The 
margin of error – which 
measures sample variability 
– is +/- 3.1 percentage 
points, 19 times out of 20. 

   

 

As you may know, there has 

been some discussion 

about the creation of 

“family bubbles”, which 

would allow two households 

a chance to socialize and 

interact during the COVID-

19 pandemic. From what 

you have seen, read or 

heard about “family 

bubbles”, do you agree or 

disagree with this 

statement? – “Allowing two 

households a chance to 

socialize and interact during 

the COVID-19 pandemic is 

a good idea” 
 
Agree – 44% 
Disagree – 35% 
Not sure – 21% 
 

 

Again thinking about the 

COVID-19 outbreak, which 

of these statements comes 

closest to your own point of 

view? 
 
The worst is behind us – 24% 
(+2 since March) 
The worst is ahead of us – 
68% (-4) 
Not sure – 8% (-1) 
 

Canadians Split on “Family Bubbles” During COVID-19 Pandemic 

While 82% would take advantage of an opportunity to expand 
their social circle, only 44% believe the concept is a good idea. 

 

Vancouver, BC [May 12, 2020] – Fewer than half of Canadians 
agree with the notion of allowing two households a chance to 

socialize and interact during the COVID-19 pandemic, a new 

Research Co. poll has found. 
 

In the online survey of a representative national sample, 44% of 

Canadians believe the “family bubbles” are a good idea, while 
35% disagree and 21% are undecided. 

 

The “two-household bubble” or “family bubble” concept was 
originally introduced last month in New Brunswick as an effort to 

reduce social isolation. 

 
There are some drastic discrepancies across the country when 

Canadians ponder this concept. While two thirds of Quebecers 

(68%) think the “family bubbles” are a good idea, the proportion 
of residents who feel the same way drops to 40% in Ontario, 39% in 

British Columbia, 37% in Atlantic Canada, 25% in Alberta and 18% 

in Manitoba and Saskatchewan. 
 

If their province allowed it, more than four-in-five Canadians (82%) 

say they would take advantage of the opportunity to have a 
“family bubble”—including 84% of those aged 55 and over, 83% of 

those aged 18-to-34 and 77% of those aged 35-to-54. 

 
However, while 50% of Canadians say they know exactly which 

household they would ask to become part of their “family 
bubble”, 37% disagree and 13% are not sure. 

 

“There is a significantly large proportion of Canadians who would 
jump at the chance to expand their social circle during the 

pandemic,” says Mario Canseco, President of Research Co. 

“However, most are not entirely convinced that this is the right 
course of action at this time, and half are currently unable to 

select who to join.” 

 
Canadians are not particularly optimistic of two particular 

milestones happening before the end of the summer. 

 
Only 41% of Canadians expect people to go to the office and not 

work from home anymore before the end of August, and just 31% 

foresee being able to attend or host a large social gathering 
during the same period. 

 

https://www2.gnb.ca/content/dam/gnb/Departments/h-s/pdf/COVID19_recovery_phase-1_guidance_document-e.pdf?fbclid=IwAR3RtQRfsoF0iXeceYaSzWZNri1xY4xj18YCfi_NaSbOqC8PWYXCnVz9o_s
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Across the country, 48% of Canadians expect things in their city or 

town to go back to the way they were before the COVID-19 
outbreak in January 2021 or later.  

 

Only 11% of Canadians believe a return to normalcy will happen 
before the end of August, Including 17% of those aged 18-to-34 

and 17% of Quebecers. 

 
More than two thirds of Canadians (68%) believe the worst is 

“definitely” or “probably” ahead of us when it comes to the 

COVID-19 outbreak—a four-point drop since Research Co. asked 
this question for the first time in March 2020. 
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About Research Co. 

 

Simply put, we are curious about what people think and the 

decisions they will make. Some call it public opinion, others call it 
polling or public affairs. We never compromise facts for profit. Our 

agenda is the truth. 

We have a global network of partners in the qualitative, data 
collection and data visualization specialities. 
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Media contact:  
Mario Canseco, President, Research Co. 

[c] 778.929.0490 
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