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Methodology: 
Results are based on an 
online study conducted 
from April 20 to April 22, 
2020, among 1,000 adults in 
Canada. The data has 

been statistically weighted 
according to Canadian 
census figures for age, 
gender and region. The 
margin of error—which 
measures sample 
variability—is +/- 3.1 
percentage points, 19 times 
out of 20. 

   

 

 

From what you have seen, 

read or heard, is Canada 

doing a better job than 

each of the following 

countries in dealing with the 

COVID-19 outbreak? 
 
 
United States – 74% 
Italy – 69% 

Spain – 62% 
United Kingdom – 53% 
France – 53% 
Brazil – 47% 
Mexico – 44% 
Germany – 32% 
Japan – 31% 
South Korea – 28% 
 

 
 
 

Canadians Feel Vastly Superior to U.S. on COVID-19 Response 

Almost three-in-four respondents (74%) think Canada is doing a 
better job dealing with the outbreak than the United States. 

 

Vancouver, BC [April 28, 2020] – Most Canadians believe the 
federal government has been more skillful at managing the 

COVID-19 pandemic than the administrations of five other nations, 

a new Research Co. poll has found. 
 

In the online survey of a representative national sample, 74% of 

Canadians consider that Canada has done a better job dealing 
with the COVID-19 outbreak than the United States. 

 

“Political allegiance does not play a role in shaping the 
perceptions of Canadians about what is transpiring in the United 

States,” says Mario Canseco, President of Research Co. “Majorities 

of Canadians who voted for the Liberals (78%), the New 
Democrats (also 78%) and the Conservatives (69%) in last year’s 

federal election feel the same way.” 

 
More than three-in-five Canadians think Canada’s response to the 

COVID-19 outbreak has been superior to that of Italy (69%) and 

Spain (62%). More than half also believe that Canada has been 
better at handling the pandemic than the United Kingdom (53%) 

and France (also 53%). 

 
Canadians aged 55 and over appear to be particularly critical of 

the United States (81% think Canada has been better at handling 

the COVID-19 outbreak), Italy (78% think Canada has done 
better) and Spain (75% believe Canada has done better). 

 
Three-in-five residents of Quebec (60%) feel that Canada has 

performed better than the United Kingdom in dealing with the 

pandemic, along with 54% of Atlantic Canadians, 51% of 
Ontarians and 50% of British Columbians. 

 

More than two-in-five Canadians think that Canada has 
managed the COVID-19 outbreak in a better fashion than Brazil 

(47%) and Mexico (44%). 

 
The level of undecided respondents is high when Canadians are 

asked to assess the two Latin American nations (30% for each 

one), but fewer than one-in-ten consider that those countries 
have done a better job than Canada so far (6% for Mexico and 

4% for Brazil). 

 
About a third of Canadians believe that Canada has been better 

at handling the COVID-19 outbreak than Germany (32%), Japan 

(31%) and South Korea (28%). 
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One-in-five Canadians (25%) think Canada has done a worse job 
than South Korea when it comes to the pandemic. About three-in-

ten believe Canada is doing “about the same” as Germany (31%) 

and Japan (29%) in managing the situation. 
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About Research Co. 

 
Simply put, we are curious about what people think and the 

decisions they will make. Some call it public opinion, others call it 

polling or public affairs. We never compromise facts for profit. Our 

agenda is the truth. 

We have a global network of partners in the qualitative, data 

collection and data visualization specialities. 
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Media contact:  
Mario Canseco, President, Research Co. 

[c] 778.929.0490 

[e] mario.canseco@researchco.ca  
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