
 
PRESS RELEASE | British Columbia 

 
 

Methodology: 
Results are based on an 
online study conducted 
from September 11 to 
September 14, 2019, among 
800 adults in British 

Columbia. The data has 
been statistically weighted 
according to Canadian 
census figures for age, 
gender and region in British 
Columbia. The margin of 
error—which measures 
sample variability—is plus or 
minus 3.5 percentage 
points, 19 times out of 20. 

 

 

 

Thinking about the situation 

in Hong Kong, what should 

be the position of the 

Canadian government? 

 
Support the protesters – 39% 
Do nothing / Avoid getting 
involved – 34% 
Support the Chinese 

government – 6% 
Not sure – 21% 
 

 

British Columbians Assess Pro-Democracy Protests in Hong Kong 

Two-in-five residents of the province want Ottawa to support the 

protesters, while one third would not get involved. 

 
Vancouver, BC [September 25, 2019] – Most British Columbians 

have been paying attention to the current unrest in Hong Kong, a 
new Research Co. poll has found. 

 

In the online survey of a representative sample of British 
Columbians, 53% of respondents say they have followed the 

protests against the “extradition bill” in Hong Kong “very closely” 

or “moderately closely.” 
 

British Columbians who were born in, have lived in or have 

travelled to Hong Kong are significantly more likely to be paying 
attention to the current unrest (81%) than those who have no ties 

to the region (40%). 

 
When asked what the position of the Canadian government 

should be in this situation, two-in-five British Columbians (39%) 

believe Ottawa should “definitely” or “probably” support the 
protesters in Hong Kong. 

 

Conversely, a third of British Columbians (34%) would prefer for the 
federal government to avoid getting involved, while only 6% want 

Ottawa to support the Chinese government. 

 
“British Columbians aged 55 and over are more likely to call for 

the federal government to do nothing in this case (45%),” says 

Mario Canseco, President of Research Co. “The proportion falls to 
29% among those aged 35-to-54 and 25% among those aged 18-

to-34.” 

 
More than three-in-five British Columbians (62%) believe Hong 

Kong would be better off today if it had remained under the 

administration of the United Kingdom—a proportion that rises to 
68% among those who have ties to the region, 72% among those 

aged 55 and over and 76% among residents of Southern BC. 
 

Half of British Columbians (49%) are worried that the current 

situation will lead to many residents of Hong Kong relocating to 
British Columbia, including 52% of those aged 35-to-54 and 61% of 

those who reside in the Fraser Valley. 
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Simply put, we are curious about what people think and the 

decisions they will make. Some call it public opinion, others call it 
polling or public affairs. We never compromise facts for profit. Our 

agenda is the truth. 

We have a global network of partners in the qualitative, data 
collection and data visualization specialities. 
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Media contact:  
Mario Canseco, President, Research Co. 

[c] 778.929.0490 

[e] mario.canseco@researchco.ca  
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