
 
PRESS RELEASE | British Columbia 

 
 
Methodology: 
Results are based on an 
online study conducted 
from September 2 to 
September 5, 2018, among 
800 adults in British 
Columbia. The data has 
been statistically weighted 
according to Canadian 
census figures for age, 
gender and region in British 
Columbia. The margin of 
error—which measures 
sample variability—is +/- 3.5 
percentage points, 
nineteen times out of 
twenty. 

 

Would you approve of 

expanding the additional 

school tax for these 

properties? 

 
Valued from $1 million to 
$1.99 million – 41% 
Valued from $2 million to 
$2.99 million – 61% 
All properties – 17% 
 

Do you think the provincial 

government will eventually 

expand the additional 

school tax for these 

properties? 
 
Valued from $1 million to 
$1.99 million – 53% 
Valued from $2 million to 
$2.99 million – 70% 
All properties – 42% 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

British Columbians Worried About Real Estate Tax Expansion 

Most residents think the provincial government will apply the 
additional school tax for properties valued at $1 million. 

 

Vancouver, BC [November 22, 2018] – Many British Columbians 
are concerned about the possibility of a new tax on real estate 

being expanded to include lower priced properties, a new 

Research Co. poll conducted for STEPUP has found. 
 

The provincial government introduced the additional school 

tax of 0.2% on the value of homes between $3 million and $4 
million, and a tax rate of 0.4% on the portion of a home’s value 

that exceeds $4 million. 
 

In the online survey of a representative sample of British 

Columbians, seven-in-ten residents (70%) think the provincial 
government will likely expand the additional school tax to 

properties valued from $2 million to $2.99 million.  

 
A majority of residents (53%) think the provincial government 

will likely expand the additional school tax to properties valued 

from $1 million to $1.99 million, and two-in-five (42%) think the 
tax may be expanded to include all properties. 

 

Three-in-five residents (61%) approve of an eventual expansion 
of the additional school tax to properties valued from $2 million 

to $2.99 million. However, 66% of home owners who reside in a 

property currently assessed at $2 million or more disapprove of 
this expansion.  

 

Most residents (51%) disapprove of expanding the additional 
school tax to properties valued from $1 million to $1.99 million, 

and almost three-in-four residents (73%) disapprove of 

expanding the additional school tax to all properties.  
 

“While two thirds of British Columbians (67%) approve of the 

additional school tax in its current form, support drops if it is 
applied to lower priced properties,” says Mario Canseco, 

President of Research Co. “Homeowners are decidedly 

opposed to the idea of the tax being expanded to include 
their places of residence.”  

 

In addition, most British Columbians (57%) are not confident 
that the revenue generated by the additional school tax will be 

used to provide education in the province. 
 

Almost half of British Columbians (46%) think provincial 

politicians have sought to divide over the past year, while more 
than a third (36%) think they have sought to unite.  

 

https://stepupnow.ca/
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A majority of BC New Democratic Party (NDP) voters in the last 

provincial election (56%) think politicians have sought to unite, 
while seven-in-ten BC Liberal voters (70%) think they have 

sought to divide. 
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About Research Co. 

 

Simply put, we are curious about what people think and the 
decisions they will make. Some call it public opinion, others call 

it polling or public affairs.  

We never compromise facts for profit. Our agenda is the truth. 
We have a global network of partners in the qualitative, data 

collection and data visualization specialities. 
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Media contact:  
Mario Canseco, President, Research Co. 
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